Eligible participants and activities for Action 3 - Promotion of European Higher Education 
Eligible participants 
Eligible beneficiaries / participating organisations: 
– The applicant/coordinating institution must come from a European country; 

– Networks of HEIs will be considered as one single participating organisation; 

– Eligible participating organisations include: 

o Higher education institutions (HEIs) from all countries of the world; 

o Erasmus Mundus consortia; 

o Public or private bodies active in the field of higher education from all countries of the world; 

o Erasmus Thematic Networks selected under the Erasmus strand of the Lifelong Learning Programme (these will be considered as a single participating organisation). 

National organisations acting in their capacity as Erasmus Mundus National Structures are not eligible to participate in Action 3 attractiveness projects. 

Minimum partnership composition: 
The minimum partnership is composed of: 

– for Enhancing attractiveness/promotion projects, eligible participating organisations from at least three eligible applicant countries and from at least one third country; 

– for Internationalisation of Erasmus Thematic Networks, the Network and 15 eligible participating organisations representing at least 10 different third countries. 

Eligible activities
Action 3 activities may take place anywhere in the world. 

As a general rule, Action 3 projects must: 
– have a clear European dimension and a wide geographical scope; 

– have a clear international (third-country) dimension; 

– contribute to fostering intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding between cultures; 

– ensure that they do not overlap with other EU programmes in the field of higher education; projects falling primarily within the scope of other EU programmes (e.g. Lifelong Learning, Tempus, Youth in Action, Citizens for Europe, etc.) will not be funded; 

– have clear objectives responding to demonstrated needs, clearly defined outputs and expected outcomes and include a plan to ensure the sustainability of the project and its results beyond the period of funding; 

– last between 12 and 36 months and begin their activities in the application year. Only where there are duly justified reasons, unknown by the applicant at the time of the application and formally approved in advance by the Agency, can the maximum duration be extended by an additional period of maximum 12 months. 

The following types of projects are not eligible: 
– projects dealing with information campaigns for individual Erasmus Mundus joint programmes; 

– projects aiming at the development of new Erasmus Mundus joint programmes; 

– projects seeking to promote single universities/Erasmus Mundus National Structures. 

Examples of eligible activities and projects: 
– projects relating to countries or groups of countries that have international student flows; 

– projects aiming at developing information and communication tools designed to increase the visibility of European higher education internationally; 

– support for events, campaigns or road shows to disseminate and exploit results bringing together projects and potential third-country users with a particular emphasis on promoting European Higher Education; 

– projects designed to improve the accessibility of European Higher Education, to facilitate mobility to Europe for third-country students, or to improve the services relating to overseas students; 

– development of information kits or innovative instruments on the following themes: 

o access to European HEIs and European countries: study visa issues, university entry levels, recognition of degrees and qualifications; 

o improving the quality of services provided to students and doctoral candidates, such as academic counselling and guidance, facilitating mobility within Europe and logistical facilities (housing, insurance, visa/residence permits); 

o methods aiming at integrating students from different cultural and religious backgrounds: designing material for cultural preparation, counselling services, materials for linguistic preparation; 

– information, promotion and/or dissemination events (seminars, workshops, conferences, etc.) on e.g.: 

o the possibilities the programme offers for European and non-European students and doctoral candidates; 

o the recognition of European qualifications outside Europe; 

o the recognition in Europe of qualifications obtained in third countries; 

o the use of the European Qualifications Framework, ECTS, the Diploma Supplement, etc.; 

o the Erasmus Mundus programme and its results; 

o strategies to establish links and exploit potential synergies between higher education and research and between higher education and business/enterprises. 

Eligible activities implemented in the context of the internationalisation of Erasmus Thematic Networks: 
– must relate to the third-country dimension of the network, to the local needs of the third-country partners and be based on an exchange of experiences between the institutions involved; 

– should aim either at developing/enhancing the international dimension within an academic discipline, a set of disciplines or a multidisciplinary area, or at improving and modernising specific aspects of higher education organisation, management, governance or funding; 

– cannot take place later than the end date of the ERASMUS Thematic Network grant agreement to which they are linked. 

Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association 
Applicants are invited to involve the Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association wherever relevant. 

Award criteria 
Action 3 applications will be assessed against the following award criteria:

	Criteria
	Weight

	1. Relevance of the project to the Erasmus Mundus programme
	25 %

	2. The expected impact of the project to help enhance the attractiveness of European higher education worldwide
	25 %

	3. Arrangements for dissemination of project results and experiences, quality assurance and plans for sustainability and the long-term exploitation of results
	15 %

	4. Consortium composition and cooperation mechanisms
	15 %

	5. Work plan and budget
	20 %

	Total
	100 %


Relevance of the project to the Erasmus Mundus programme (25% of the final mark): 
the rationale and background of the project, including a needs analysis from a European and non-European point of view; 

– the overall aims and specific objectives of the project; 

– the project's European and international dimension and its European added value in comparison with existing projects. 

The expected impact of the project to help enhance the attractiveness of European higher education worldwide (25% of the final mark): 
– the specific activities proposed by the project to enhance the attractiveness of European higher education; 

– the appropriateness and quality of the outputs foreseen; 

– the expected impact of the main activities and outputs on the attractiveness of European higher education and on the target groups (whether directly involved or indirectly benefiting from the project). 

Arrangements for dissemination of project results and experiences, quality assurance and plans for sustainability and the long-term exploitation of results (15% of the final mark): 
– the measures proposed (e.g. website, events) to ensure the visibility and worldwide promotion of the project outputs and experiences; 

– the quality of the sustainability plan for the long term exploitation of results, involving the participating organisations but also any other relevant organisations/institutions at local, regional, national or international level; 

– the quality assurance mechanisms in place. 

Consortium composition and cooperation mechanisms (15% of the final mark): 
the consortium composition in terms of diversity (type of organisation, geographical coverage, etc.), demonstrated expertise and complementarity,; 

the definition of the role and the level of involvement of each European and each third-country partner; 

– the quality and reliability of the cooperation mechanisms defined between the participating organisations (memorandum of understanding/partnership agreement). 

Work plan and budget (20% of the final mark): 
– the relevance, feasibility and planning of the activities proposed in order to achieve the outputs/products foreseen; 

– the coherence and appropriateness (cost efficiency) of the estimated budget and staffing in relation to the activities planned and the expected outputs. 
